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Ruth Rappaport Children's Hospital



All pediatric medical services are provided in one facility: it has 
130 beds, 6 inpatient departments, and 20 professional pediatric 

units, as well as a pediatric emergency room. The hospital team 
includes 80 pediatric physicians specializing in their respective fields, 
including a number of pediatric department heads, 25 pediatric 
fellows and 32 pediatric residents.  We also have approximately 200 
highly experienced professional nurses, as well as paramedical and 
management teams, for a total staff of 400 members.

As an integral part of Rambam, Ruth Rappaport Children’s Hospital is 
also affiliated with the Technion’s Ruth and Bruce Rappaport Faculty 
of Medicine. The hospital’s physicians serve as senior lecturers to 
the Technion’s medical students.

Our pediatric specialists are also involved in extensive, productive 
collaborations with the Technion, conducting research projects on the 
cutting edge of pediatric medicine. They also maintain professional 
collaborations with other children's medical centers around the 
world, and remain up-to-date regarding the latest developments in 
pediatric medicine, science, technology, and treatment approaches.

ABOUT  
RUTH RAPPAPORT  
CHILDREN'S 
HOSPITAL

Ruth Rappaport Children's Hospital 
provides advanced medical 

services and a comprehensive 
approach to treatment in every area 
of children's healthcare. Located at 
Rambam Health Care Campus, it is 
the only children's hospital dedicated 
exclusively to pediatric medicine in 
Northern Israel.

Rambam’s children’s hospital was 
established in 1986 to treat children of 
all ages, from birth through the age of 
18. It is a modern hospital, maintaining 
the highest medical standards in 
accordance with Rambam’s vision 
and values. The full set of children’s 
physical and psychological needs are 
addressed, from initial diagnostic 
services and basic medical treatments 
to the most sophisticated and 
complex interventions. The hospital 
environment is adjusted to the child’s 
world, which, beyond the need for 
medical care, strives to offer a 
pleasant, warm, and supportive 
environment.



Children require specialized rehabilitation services to maximize their outcomes as they 
recover from illness or injury. Pediatric rehabilitation following a serious illness or injury 

enables children to reach and maintain their optimal physical, psychological, and social 
functional levels. Expert, focused rehabilitation services provide children with the tools they 
need to attain independence and become integrated into their schools and communities.

Children and adolescents in Israel's northern region cannot, at this time, receive 
appropriate rehabilitative services close to home because there is no hospital in this 
area with a dedicated rehabilitation center. Although there are a total of 79 pediatric 
rehabilitation beds in Israel—47 in the Center and 32 in Jerusalem, currently there are 
none in the North. 

Instead, these children must be sent to hospitals far away from home in the center of the 
country for treatment. Many times, they are put on a waiting list for weeks before they can 
start the rehabilitation process, which should ideally be undertaken immediately. Rambam 
and other hospitals in Northern Israel generally transfer just a small fraction of the children 
requiring rehabilitation to other facilities in the center of the country. Many children never 
receive rehabilitation treatment because parents cannot afford to take time away from 
work to spend hours traveling to another part of the country. Often, these already fragile 
children cannot be sent to hospitals in the center because they cannot withstand the 
hardship of separation from their parents, who need to stay in the north to work and to 
care for other family members.

The consequences of failing to obtain necessary rehabilitation services are devastating and 
lifelong. Children already suffering from life-threatening diseases and severe traumatic 
injury may never reach their full physical, emotional, and social potential.

Rambam is very proud to be changing this grim reality. Due to a major founding grant from 
the Azrieli Foundation, Rambam will soon begin building the Azrieli Foundation Pediatric 
Rehabilitation Center. The new Center will provide comprehensive services to the hundreds 
of young patients requiring rehabilitation services from multiple Rambam departments, 
including Oncology, Orthopedics, the Burn Unit and Pediatric Intensive Care. These children 
suffer from brain and/or spinal cord injuries due to cancer, vascular anomalies, stroke, 
and trauma, as well as severe burns, broken bones, and many other diseases and injuries.

WHAT WE NEED 



Not only Rambam's patients will benefit from the new Pediatric Rehabilitation Center. 
Rambam is the only tertiary care center in Northern Israel, serving the 12 District 

Hospitals of this region, and providing virtually every medical specialty to the people of Haifa, 
the Galilee and all of Northern Israel, including many cities from the "periphery"—economically 
disadvantaged areas—such as Kiryat Shmona, Carmiel, Nazareth, Hadera, and Safed. 
There are 2.5 million people in this region, including approximately 850,000 children ages 
0-17—approximately 28% of Israel's total population.

Hospitals in this region frequently send patients to Rambam, whenever there is an area 
of medical expertise which they are lacking in their own hospitals. This is especially true 
with regard to pediatric services, where Rambam has expert practitioners who specialize 
in the rehabilitative treatment of disabilities such as traumatic brain and spinal cord injury, 
cancer, cerebral palsy, spina bifida, stroke, cystic fibrosis, congenital cardiac anomalies, 
and epilepsy.

Not every hospital has the capabilities needed to care for such children. Because of the 
depth of our expertise in pediatric medicine, hospitals all over the North frequently send 
their most complex pediatric patients to Rambam and our Children's Hospital for treatment. 

The children of Northern Israel will soon be able to receive crucial care at the new Pediatric 
Rehabilitation Center, which will include comprehensive in-patient and out-patient facilities. 
But to make these facilities fully operational, we need the help of generous donors like you 
to assist us in acquiring sophisticated equipment and medical devices. With your generous 
support, Rambam will be able to help these children achieve their full potential, and to 
become independent, productive members of society—they will have the future they deserve.

In recognition of your generous gift of $250,000, Rambam would be pleased to name the 
Physiotherapy Unit in the new Azrieli Foundation Pediatric Rehabilitation Center in your 
honor.

100% need daily physical therapy

95-100% need occupational therapy daily

75% need speech therapy daily

100% (patients and parents) need psychology services 2-3 times per week

100% need a social worker's evaluation 5 or more times during  
the course of their hospitalization

100% need diet and nutritional evaluation two or more times during  
the course of their hospitalization

IN-PATIENT REHABILITATION

PEDIATRIC REHABILITATION IN-PATIENT 
TREATMENT REQUIREMENTS  
(200 PATIENTS PER YEAR)

There are about 200 children annually requiring an average of 1 1/2 months of in-patient 
hospital rehabilitation treatment. These children include patients hospitalized in Pediatric 
Intensive Care, who also require pediatric rehabilitation services.



100% need physiotherapy daily

95-100% need daily occupational therapy

75% need speech therapy daily

100% (patients and parents) need 
psychological treatment 

100% need a social worker's evaluation at 
least twice over the course of treatment 

100% need a nutritionist's evaluation at 
least twice over the course of treatment

 OUT-PATIENT REHABILITATION

PEDIATRIC REHABILITATION  
OUT- PATIENT TREATMENT REQUIREMENTS 

In addition, about 40 children per day will receive out-patient pediatric rehabilitation 
services at the Azrieli Foundation Pediatric Rehabilitation Center.

The average number of projected pediatric treatments per week is 200 and the 
annual number of treatments is 10,400.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The goal of the new Azrieli Foundation Pediatric Rehabilitation Center will be to optimize the 
health and functional outcomes of our pediatric patients through innovative, multidisciplinary, 

and comprehensive family-centered rehabilitative care.  Our pediatric rehabilitation programs 
will bring together diverse resources, specialists, and technology to help each child lead a 
healthy and fulfilling life.

Rambam has expert practitioners who specialize in the rehabilitative treatment of disabilities 
such as traumatic brain and spinal cord injury, cancer, cerebral palsy, spina bifida, stroke, cystic 
fibrosis, congenital cardiac anomalies, and epilepsy, including:

These exceptionally well-trained health professionals will work collaboratively to improve each 
child’s ability to perform daily activities, to integrate into their schools and communities, and 
to become productive members of society.  

Neurologists and neurosurgeons

Psychiatrists and psychologists

Orthopedic surgeons

Ear, nose, and throat physicians

Gastroenterologists

Pulmonary specialists

Ophthalmologists and orthoptists  
(specialists in eye movement disorders)

Rehabilitation experts

Nurse specialists

Physical, occupational,  
and speech therapists

Social workers, dietitians, and  
holistic-integrative care specialists

Teachers; art, drama, and  
music therapists

Orthotists/prosthetists  
(providing therapy for the use  
and care of prostheses)



The Pediatric Rehabilitation Center will be located on the top floor (8th) of Ruth 
Rappaport Children's Hospital. The center will be comprised of:

Treatment Rooms will be needed for physiotherapists, occupational therapists 
communications, psychologists, social workers, dietitians and teachers.

LOCATION AND DESIGN

14 inpatient beds in a specialized 
hospitalization section separated from   
the day-care center

Capability to treat up to 40 outpatients  
per day

Treatment rooms and public rooms to  
be used both by inpatients and day-care   
rehabilitation patients

Physiotherapy rooms and exercise rooms

Physician and professional staff rooms

Conference rooms

Research facilities

Rooms equipped with connections for a 
patient lift/hoist to facilitate bathing of 
children

A shared room for families for extended 
stays, with a fully-outfitted kitchen, and a 
service room with laundry facilities

Bathroom suitable for patients on a 
stretcher

LOCATION AND DESIGN

Pediatric 
Physiotherapy 

Unit



PROJECT LEADERS 
AND KEY 
STAFF MEMBERS

Dr. Vardit Gepstein is an Attending Physician in the Department 
of Pediatrics B and in the Pediatric Endocrinology Unit at Rambam's 
Ruth Rappaport Children's Hospital. She is also the Director of 
the Adolescent Medicine Clinic, which deals with behavioral and 
endocrine abnormalities, obesity, and bariatric surgery in adolescents. 
Dr. Gepstein has been selected by Rambam's Senior Management 
to be the Project Manager for the Azrieli Foundation Pediatric 
Rehabilitation Center. Dr. Gepstein graduated from the Rappaport 
Faculty of Medicine at the Technion. After finishing her residency 
in pediatrics at Rambam, she continued her training in adolescent 
medicine at the University of California San Francisco (UCSF) and 
at Stanford. Dr. Gepstein also completed a Fellowship in Pediatric 
Endocrinology in the Pediatric Endocrinology Unit at Rambam.

Pediatric Rehabilitation treatments will be provided by a highly professional, multi-disciplinary 
staff according to the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (ICF), 

an internationally recognized framework for definition and measurement of health and disability.

Dr. Gennady Geisman is a physician in the Pediatric 
Rehabilitation Unit of Rambam’s Ruth Rappaport Children’s Hospital. 
He received his medical degree in 1997 from Pirogoff’s University 
of Medicine in Odessa, Ukraine and earned a master’s degree in 
Health Systems Policy and Administration (MHA) at Ben Gurion 
University in 2013. Dr. Geisman completed residencies in the Urology 
Departments of Odessa Regional Hospital and Nahariya Medical 
Center, and in the Department of Pediatrics at Bnei Zion Medical 
Center and Department of Pediatric Rehabilitation at Safra Children’s 
Hospital. He is also a lecturer in the field of Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation for nurses.

Prof. Mony Benifla is Director of Rambam's Pediatric 
Neurosurgery Department and was involved in the establishment 
of its Epilepsy Center. He graduated from Ben Gurion University in 
Beer Sheba, where he also completed his residency in neurosurgery. 
Prof. Benifla then undertook a fellowship in pediatric neurosurgery 
and epilepsy surgery at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto.  
He performs over 200 pediatric neurosurgery procedures annually.



YOUR GENEROUS  
CONTRIBUTION
We are seeking your partnership and generous donation for support of the Pediatric 

Rehabilitation Center. 

Your gift of  $250,000 will provide an enduring and immeasurable benefit to the thousands 
of children in Northern Israel who need rehabilitation services, so that they can realize 
their full potential and lead fulfilling and productive lives. 

In appreciation of the support of our donors, Rambam has established a Donor Recognition 
Program to acknowledge donations in an appropriate manner.

We would be honored to offer you the naming of the Physiotherapy Unit.

We would be deeply grateful for your support in helping us advance this initiative,  
and thankful for your friendship and vision.

Dr. Daniella Magen, MD is Chair of Rambam’s Pediatric Division and Director 
of the Pediatric Nephrology Institute. She holds an academic appointment 

as Clinical Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Medicine at the Technion – Israel 
Institute of Technology in Haifa, Israel. Dr. Magen graduated (with Honors) 
from the Technion's Faculty of Medicine and completed her clinical training at 
Rambam. She then pursued a postdoctoral research fellowship in molecular 
genetics at the Technion. Dr. Magen combines clinical practice with basic science 
research. Her clinical work involves management of children with various kidney 
disorders, including patients undergoing chronic dialysis therapy and after kidney 
transplantation. Her research focuses on the exploration of the genetic basis of 
hereditary renal and metabolic disorders among consanguineous populations 
in Northern Israel. 

Director, Pediatric Division, 
Ruth Rappaport Children’s Hospital, 
Director, Pediatric Nephrology Institute, 
Associate Member, CRIR

DR. DANIELLA MAGEN

VISIONARY 
LEADERSHIP



President, International 
Friends Associations, Rambam 
Health Care Campus 
Former Director of Rambam 
Health Care Campus

PROFESSOR 
RAFI BEYAR

Prof. Rafi Beyar is an interventional 
cardiologist, a Professor Emeritus of 

Medicine and Biomedical Engineering at 
the Technion-IIT, and former Dean of the 
Technion's Faculty of Medicine. Prof. Beyar 
received an MD from Tel Aviv University, 
DSc in Biomedical Engineering from the 
Technion, and MPH from the Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins 
University. Prof. Beyar's research interests 
are cardiovascular simulations, coronary 
stents, and cardiovascular robotics. He 
served as the Director of Interventional 
Cardiology at Rambam (1996–2006). Prof. 
Beyar founded the hospital’s technology 
transfer company, Rambam MedTech Ltd., 
and the MindUp Incubator on Digital Health. 
Prof. Beyar co-founded InStent, which was 
acquired by Medtronic and NaviCath (later 
Corindus), a Technion Incubator Company, 
the first-in-the-world robotic coronary 
intervention, which was acquired by Siemens 
Healthineers (2019). He currently serves as 
director of BioRap of the Rappaport Institute 
and Rambam MedTech, and as a director or 
advisor in several start-up companies.

General Director,  
Rambam Health Care Campus 
Chairman, Teaching Center 
for Trauma,  
Emergency and MCS 
Chairman of the Board, 
Rambam MedTech

PROFESSOR  
MICHAEL 
HALBERTHAL

Prof. Michael Halberthal earned his MD in 
1986 from the Technion-Israel Institute 

of Technology. His postgraduate training was 
at Rambam in Pediatrics and Pediatric Critical 
Care, and he completed a further subspecialty 
fellowship in Pediatric Cardiac Clinical Care 
at London’s Brompton & Harefield Institute. 
After returning to Israel,  Prof. Halberthal 
successfully established the Pediatric Cardiac 
Critical Care Service at Rambam. In 1996, Prof. 
Halberthal did a combined advanced clinical 
and research fellowship at the University of 
Toronto and the Hospital for Sick Children in 
Canada.

Prof. Halberthal has an MHA in Health 
and Hospital Administration from Tel Aviv 
University's Recanati School of Business 
Administration (2012). Since 2001,  Prof.
Halberthal has held various leadership 
positions at Rambam, including as Director 
of Pediatric Cardiac Critical Care, Director of 
Hospital-wide Emergency Triage, and senior 
staff physician in the Pediatric Intensive 
Care Unit. In 2009, he joined the Executive 
Leadership as Director of Medical Operations. 
In 2013, Prof. Halberthal was appointed Deputy 
Director of Rambam, and became the General 
Director in 2019.



Ruth and Bruce Rappaport left a significant mark on medicine 
as a whole and on medical research in particular both in Israel 

and around the world. Giving always played an integral role in the 
Rappaports’ lives, as they joined other prominent Israeli philanthropists 
who actively supported different cultural and artistic endeavors in 
Haifa and elsewhere in the country. During the course of the Second 
Lebanon War, the couple went out of their way to strengthen the 
ties between the academic and the research world, the medical 
education system and Rambam Health Care Campus, committing 
to establish the most modern, state-of-the-art children’s hospital, 
to be named after Ruth Rappaport.

MRS. RUTH RAPPAPORT z"l

ABOUT RAMBAM 
HEALTH CARE CAMPUS 

Located in Haifa, Rambam is the exclusive tertiary care center for the 
12 District Hospitals in the North, providing advanced specialty care 

services to two-and-a-half million Israelis. Our strategic location near 
Israel's volatile northern borders has made Rambam a vital national 
security resource. We are the primary referral center for the Israel 
Defense Forces Northern Command, the US Navy Sixth Fleet (when 
in the region) and UN Peacekeeping Forces. Rambam is the principal 
teaching hospital of the prestigious Faculty of Medicine of the Technion-
Israel Institute of Technology. Our physician-scientists collaborate 
with researchers and engineers from the Technion and other leading 
universities around the world to develop the next generation of innovative 
medical therapies.

The dynamic research environment also includes the flourishing medical 
technology industry in the City of Haifa. This synergy has nurtured Israel's 
first two Nobel Laureates in Chemistry, Professor Aaron Ciechhanover and 
Professor Avram Hershko, and has distinguished Rambam internationally 
for breakthrough advances in stem cell research, human population 
genetics, and hybrid imaging.



CONTACT 
INFORMATION

Esther Golan, PhD 
Managing Director of International Relations 
and Chief of Strategic Development 
Rambam Health Care Campus, Haifa, Israel.
Office: 972-4-777-3788
Email: e_golan@rambam.health.gov.il

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT:
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